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Devotional Thoughts Pastor Cory Smith

As part of our reflection on persistent prayer last week, I encouraged you all to identify a desire of
your heart and bring it before the LorD on a regular basis throughout the week. Sometimes I come
up with these challenges or habits for spiritual formation and then I'm surprised by the results in
my own life.

When I sat down to pray this week, I asked the Lorp to search my heart for my own desires - what
would justice and restoration look like for me in the world? At first, I thought of all the ways this
virus and our responses to it are disrupting life and making things difficult. I almost began to pray
for the Coronavirus to be eliminated and all to go back to normal...but then I felt a check by the
Holy Spirit.

“Would returning to normal life bring us closer to the restorative life of God’s Kingdom?”
I was jarred by the question, but I immediately knew the answer: “No.”

Two items piqued my interest from our text on Jesus’ healing of this blind man (Luke 18:35-43).
First, I noticed the man’s initial request, “...have mercy on me” (18:38-39). Mercy, by definition, is
undeserved. This man does not necessarily blame himself for his condition, but neither does he
claim healing is his right. It is not God’s fault that he is blind. Blindness - and all conditions of
brokenness - are a result of humanity’s sin as a whole. And so the man cries for mercy, not because
he believes he deserves it, but because he believes in the mercy and power of this man named Jesus.

Second, I noticed the man’s clarified request, “I want to see” (18:40). Mercy could have taken any
number of forms - a charitable gift, hospitality, an encouraging word, etc. Yet Jesus stopped
everything to ask this man what he really wanted. When confronted with this question, the man
did not hesitate, “Lord, I want to see.” In other words - I want to be whole. Jesus immediately
granted his request, and the man responded with praise and faithfulness - following Jesus from that
place and leading others in praise.

So what do you really want today?

Back to my prayer time: Life before all of this started was comfortable, but not God’s kingdom. Do
we want the comfort of familiar everyday life? Or do we want the full restoration life that Jesus has
to offer? Because the answer to that question will determine how you pray and respond to Jesus
today. Scripture teaches us, “Humble yourselves before the Lorp, and he will lift you up” (James
4:10). What does it look like today for you to humble yourself before Jesus and be lifted up in
mercy? What would it mean for you to be made whole?

The GOOD NEWS of Jesus is that he has made a way for us to find real and whole life in him. He
has saved us from our sin. He will accomplish the final victory when he returns in glory to establish
a new heaven and earth, wiping away death. And he is currently saving us through the power of his
Holy Spirit which renews us, heals our spirits, and conforms us to his image. Let us follow the
example of the blind beggar and find Jeus, so we might respond with faithfulness and praise.



